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his way up to become a journeyman 
and master electrician. 

Madam Speaker, these are just two 
examples of Florida’s nearly 2 million 
small businesses that have provided 
economic opportunities to diverse 
groups of people and have delivered in-
novative products and services to a 
worldwide marketplace. 

Florida’s small employers, in 2006, 
represented 99 percent of the State’s 
employers and 44 percent of its private 
sector employment. Of even greater 
significance, however, is that small 
businesses created nearly 60 percent of 
my State’s new jobs in recent years. 
Think of that figure. Sixty percent of 
the new jobs in the State of Florida 
were created by small businesses. 

It is my honor and my privilege to 
recognize today the many dedicated 
and hardworking employees of small 
businesses who have done so much over 
the years to serve their neighbors in so 
many ways. 

f 

JULY 2011 IS NOT SOON ENOUGH: 
ACCELERATE TROOP REDEPLOY-
MENT OUT OF AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, 
General Petraeus was in Washington 
this week to testify before the House 
and Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee. And while his intent was to en-
dorse the July 2011 Afghanistan rede-
ployment date set by the Commander 
in Chief, it was not the kind of clear, 
unambiguous statement that inspires 
very much confidence. 

According to an editorial in today’s 
Washington Post, the General describes 
next July as ‘‘the point at which a 
process begins to transition security 
tasks to Afghan forces at a rate to be 
determined by conditions at the time.’’ 
With all due respect, Madam Speaker, 
could there be any more qualifiers and 
escape hatches in that sentence? 

The American people, who have 1,000 
fewer fellow citizens and 278 billion 
fewer dollars than they did when this 
war began, aren’t looking for the be-
ginning of a process. They’re looking 
for an end to this, an end to this miser-
able war. 

Shouldn’t we be at the end or at least 
in the middle of the process of 
transitioning security tasks to Afghan-
istan forces? Shouldn’t the beginning 
of the process have come at some point 
over the last 81⁄2 years that we’ve been 
fighting this war? 

My concern, Madam Speaker, is that 
statements like this one are laying the 
predicate for an extension of President 
Obama’s deadline, which is exactly the 
wrong lesson and the wrong approach. 
The problem is that, if you’re locked 
into a certain mindset, it will never 
seem like the right moment to remove 
our troops from Afghanistan, because 
the mission as currently defined will 
never be complete and conditions on 

the ground will forever remain bad. 
But the reason for that is the under-
lying policy of a military invasion and 
occupation that is fatally flawed in the 
first place. 

So, in a twisted, paradoxical way, 
Madam Speaker, the more we fail, the 
more we try to succeed with the same 
misguided approach, and then we just 
fail some more. That’s how you end up 
with perpetual war. If we had adopted 
smart security principles and invested 
in a humanitarian rather than a mili-
tary approach, we’d be a lot closer to 
our goals of a peaceful, stable, and se-
cure Afghanistan. 

For my part, Madam Speaker—and I 
am not alone in this belief—the July 
2011 date is not nearly ambitious 
enough. That’s yet one more year in 
which Americans will be asked to sac-
rifice blood and treasure for a failed 
counterterrorism strategy that is 
doing nothing to advance our national 
security objectives. I believe General 
Petraeus is moving in the wrong direc-
tion and being cautious where he 
should be bold. It’s time to accelerate 
the timetable, not push it back. It’s 
time, Madam Speaker, to bring our 
troops home. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE of Texas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HELP FOR THE UNEMPLOYED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 
we have the highest number of long- 
term unemployed Americans ever on 
record, so you’d think we’d be over-
whelmed by bipartisan cooperation to 
help us with these 7 million people who 
have been out of work for more than 6 
months. Instead, every single House 
Republican but one voted against the 
legislation 3 weeks ago to continue 
emergency Federal unemployment ben-
efits. And now, in the other body, every 
Republican has refused to support an 
extension of unemployment benefits. 
So a growing number of jobless work-
ers are now losing their benefits. 

By the end of this week, more than 
900,000 Americans will lose their unem-
ployment benefits unless the other 
body acts. We hear their rumblings 
over there, but I’ll believe it when I see 
it. By the end of the month, the num-
ber will grow to 1.2 million. My col-
leagues from Florida should know an 
estimated 80,000 Floridians will lose 
their benefits; California, 180,000; Ohio, 
66,000; Georgia, 57,000. And the list goes 
on and on. 

The last lifeline for these workers 
and their families is being severed, 

leaving them adrift with no job, no sav-
ings, and no support. Even some from 
my own party seem to be saying now is 
the time to start cutting back on help 
for the unemployed. In fact, it will 
take about 5 years of consistent, 
month-after-month job growth to make 
up for all the ground we have lost in 
this recession. That’s how big the jobs 
hole is that unemployed workers are 
trying to climb out of. 

You only have to hear from a few un-
employed workers to know how hard 
they’re looking for work and to feel 
their sheer sense of desperation. 
They’re losing their homes, their 
health, and their faith in the American 
Dream. Are we really prepared to just 
stand by and watch them sink into ab-
ject poverty? 

Opponents of helping the unemployed 
like to talk about budget deficits. Of 
course, they don’t seem to care about 
deficits when it comes to two wars that 
have cost a trillion dollars and two tax 
cuts, mainly for the wealthy, which 
cost $1.7 trillion. None of that seems to 
matter. But now the stingy other body 
says we might pass this if we can take 
away $25 a week from all the unem-
ployed. Of course, we couldn’t take the 
money from the hedge fund people. 
That would be too tough on them. 
When it comes to helping the unem-
ployed, they just say, We can’t afford 
it. But I wonder if they have truly con-
sidered the real cost of abandoning 
these families. 

Ending assistance to the unemployed 
will reduce consumer demand right at 
the point when the economy is strug-
gling to rebound after the worst reces-
sion in 70 years. It would surely in-
crease the number of homes that would 
go into foreclosure. And it would drive 
some individuals permanently out of 
the labor force if we don’t do some-
thing. All these outcomes will increase 
our Nation’s budget deficit. But even 
worse, they’ll bring about a crippling 
deficit of hope—hope for the future. 

Helping those who have lost their 
jobs through no fault of their own is 
the right thing to do for families, for 
the economy, and, ultimately, for the 
Federal budget. 

Our failure to get this bill passed has 
very real and very immediate con-
sequences. Tonight, thousands of peo-
ple in every corner of this country will 
suffer because we have chosen to quib-
ble and stonewall instead of act. These 
benefits help millions of people put 
bread on the table while they look for 
work. I sincerely hope the other body 
will take pity on the unemployed of 
this country and pass a bill today. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 
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IN MEMORY OF MILTON CLOWERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to pay respect to 
Fayetteville, Georgia’s Milton Clowers, 
who passed away a few weeks ago. Mil-
ton was a good friend of mine and a 
good friend to many. 

He leaves behind his wife, Randi; his 
loving children, Eric and Cameron; and 
Eric’s wife, Amy. His extended family 
included several brothers and sisters 
who preceded him in death and four 
brothers and sisters who have survived. 
Probably most special to him were his 
five grandchildren. And as a grand-
father, Milton and I would often talk 
about our grandchildren and what a 
blessing they were to us. 

Milton was a good friend to me. I 
knew him both personally and profes-
sionally. He was born in Tennessee and 
attended Tennessee State University. 
Milton enjoyed a career in the elec-
trical industry, which I come from a 
construction background, and Milton 
and I had many discussions about the 
condition of our construction industry 
today. 

He came to Atlanta, where he was ac-
cepted into an apprenticeship program 
with the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 613. Milton 
worked hard and had a successful ca-
reer. He started at Grove Park Electric 
and went on to Dixie Electric Com-
pany. But the highlight of Milton’s ca-
reer was UpTime Electric. He made it 
into a very successful electrical con-
tracting firm. He did a lot of work for 
Delta Airlines in the Atlanta Airport. I 
took a trip and visited that site with 
him probably a couple months before 
his death. 

b 1430 

Milton also served on several indus-
try boards. He served as the secretary, 
treasurer, president and chairman for 
the Atlanta Electrical Contractors As-
sociation. 

Career and community work are im-
portant. However, a man is only as 
good as the family and friends who sup-
port him. Fortunately, Milton was 
blessed with a lot of both. He was a lov-
ing and devoted husband, father, broth-
er and friend. He was a strong, tal-
ented, and compassionate man who 
gave so much to so many folks. I am 
proud to speak about him today on this 
floor to honor his life and his work. 
And Milton, I will miss you, my friend. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WOLF addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 
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THE U.S.-MEXICO BORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Utah 
(Mr. BISHOP) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, I come to the floor today during 
this specific time to talk about issues 
that are taking place on the borders of 
the United States. The issues I talk 
about are issues that impact both the 
northern border and southern border as 
well. But we have had quite a bit of 
hype in the media lately about things 
that are taking place on the southern 
border, so I would like to try to focus 
my attention primarily on what is hap-
pening between the border between the 
United States and Mexico. I also want 
to try to narrow the focus of the dis-
cussion tonight in some particular way 
because I’m not talking about every-
body who is coming through the bor-
der, both legally and illegally. I’m 
talking about certain kinds of bad guys 
that are doing great harm to this par-
ticular country. 

Let me talk about the kinds of people 
for which we should be vastly con-
cerned. I am talking about drug cartels 
and drug runners. The sad fact is that 
almost all the illegal drugs coming 
into this country are coming across 
Federal lands that abut our southern 
border. 

I’m talking about human traffickers. 
The sad reality is, those who are hi-
jacking and kidnapping people, those 
who are running prostitution rings, 
those who are bringing people in here 
for unspeakable kinds of activities are 
coming through Federal lands on our 

southern border. If you go down to 
those lands, you will see the rape trees, 
established where those who are lead-
ing innocent individuals will take peo-
ple across the border, physically abuse 
them, rape them, and then leave an ar-
ticle of peril on a tree as a memento, a 
reward, a symbol of their success in 
such a heinous activity. That is hap-
pening on Federal land along our 
southern border. 

And I also want to talk about the po-
tential of terrorists who can come 
through Federal land on our southern 
border almost without any kinds of in-
hibitions. You see, not everyone who is 
coming through the southern border 
with Mexico are from Mexico or even 
Latin American. In recent years the 
Border Patrol has intercepted people 
from Yemen, Pakistan, Iraq, Somalia, 
people from most of the countries that 
are on our enemy watch list, those 
types of individuals for whom we 
should be suspect are the ones who are 
being captured and caught and de-
tained. And the question is, how many 
are not being captured and caught and 
detained? 

We have found discarded apparel, 
backpacks with old Chinese passports 
that had been modified, that had been 
cut up, that had been reused. We are 
not really sure exactly why they were 
there and for what purpose they had, 
but we know that those types of indi-
viduals are coming across our southern 
border. 

So please let me try to emphasize: 
The reason there should be such con-
cern is because of some of the kinds of 
people who are illegally entering this 
country, whose sole purpose—it’s not 
to find a job or not to join a family— 
but whose sole purpose is to further the 
illegal drug trade, whose sole purpose 
is to further illegal human trafficking, 
and whose sole purpose could easily be 
for terroristic reasons. 

Now one of the ironies of our situa-
tion on the southern border is, if you 
look at this picture of the southern 
border, the land from San Diego over 
to El Paso, everything that is colored 
along the southern border is different 
kinds of Federal land. Well over 40 per-
cent of the southern border is Federal 
lands, 4 million acres of which are in 
wilderness categories. 

I want to make a distinction between 
the southern border from El Paso to 
San Diego because if you go from El 
Paso down to the Gulf of Mexico, it’s 
slightly different. First of all, you will 
notice from the map there is not a lot 
of Federal lands there, and the Border 
Patrol has a great deal more latitude 
and, consequently, a great deal more 
effectiveness on private lands, working 
with private individuals and local law 
enforcement, than they do in the areas 
where there are Federal lands; plus 
there’s a river that makes a difference 
as well. 

So I want to concentrate on all of 
that colored area between San Diego 
and El Paso where it is the Federal 
lands that are causing the problem. 
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